Ecology in Backyard: METU Erdemli Ecological Campus Project

Batuhan Cagri Yapan?, Gizem Akkus?, Saba Baskir!, Emrah Coraman?, Fatima Nur Ogul*, Korhan Ozkan?,
Begiim Ece Tohumcu?, Deniz Yalginkaya* and METU Ecological Campus Project Team”

!Middle East Technical University Institute of Marine Sciences, P.0.Box 28, 33731, Erdemli, Mersin,
TURKEY

2Institute of Environmental Sciences, Bogazici University, Hisar Campus, Bebek 34342, Istanbul, TURKEY

3Middle East Technical University Department of Biological Sciences, Universiteler Mah. Dumlupinar Blv.
No:1 Biyolojik Bilimler B6lim{i 06800, Ankara, TURKEY

“Toros University Department of Medical Laboratory Techniques, Bahcelievler Campus , 1857 Sokak, No
12, Yenisehir 33140, Mersin, TURKEY

Middle East Technical University Erdemli Campus is located on the South East Mediterranean Coasts of
Anatolia within Mersin city center. It covers 660000 m2area with c. 1.5 Km of coastline. It is one of the
last less-intensive human settlements on Mersin coastline and serves as an important natural area. In
spite of its small size, the campus hosts native coastal sand dunes as well as a great diversity of habitats.
Ecological Campus Project started in spring of 2016 to understand the biodiversity and ecology of METU
Erdemli Campus and provide strategies for better management of the campus to enhance its ecological
functions. The first phase of the project aims at understanding the diversity and spatiotemporal patterns
of organism groups in the campus area: plants, arthropods, fish, reptiles and amphibians, birds and
mammals. All surveys have been conducted by using standardized ecological field methods that enables
inter-group and inter-annual comparisons. The abundance and occupancy patterns in species and
diversity is used to understand their interaction with their habitats and the extent of the anthropogenic
effects. In this poster, we will present the first results of the field surveys and the project.



