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OZET

Kati ve sivi atiklarin denizlere birakilmasi, dogal kaynaklarimizin bilingsizce tiiketilmesi ve kiyilarimizin dogal
yapilarimin tahribati gibi insan kaynakli baskilarin deniz ekosistemi {izerinde etkileri yapilan bilimsel
caligmalarla ortaya konmaktadir. Insan kaynakli baskilar sonucu denizlerdeki biyogesitlilik azalmakta ve
barindirdiklart canlilara geri doniisii olmayan zararlara neden olmaktadir. Bu yiizden, ileride bilimadami,
politikac1 ya da karar verici olacak olan gelecegimizin teminati ¢cocuklarimiza yonelik yaptigimiz uygulamali
deniz bilimleri egitim faaliyetleri hayati 6nem tagimaktadir. Bilinglendirme ¢aligmalart ile ¢ocuklarin her birinin
dogaya ve canlilar arasindaki iliskilere bakis acgilari degismekte ve canlilar1 korumaya yo6nelik sorumluluk
kazanmaktadirlar.

Deniz kaplumbagalari igin dogal bir iireme alani olan Enstitiimiiz (ODTU-Deniz Bilimleri Enstitiisii) sahilinin
korunmas: ic¢in 2012 senesinde enstitiimiizdeki bir grup bilimadami ilkokul ve ortaokul g¢ocuklarma yonelik
bilin¢lendirme c¢alismalarini baglatmistir.2 yildir ¢ocuklara yonelik gerceklestirilen bircok uygulamali deniz
bilimleri egitim programindan sonra yerel halktan olumlu déniisler gelmis, programi ulusal boyuta tasiyarak
daha fazla gocuga ulasmak igin programi Istanbul, izmir ve Trabzon’da da 2014 yilindan bu yana uygulanmaya
baslanmustir. Yaklasik dort yildir Mersin basta olmak iizere Trabzon, izmir ve istanbul’da yapilan yarim ve tam
giinliik egitimler neticesinde 4000’in tizerinde 6grenciye ulasiimistir.

‘Denizimi Taniyorum ve Koruyorum’ Uygulamali deniz bilimleri egitim programi iki asamali yapilmaktadir.
‘Denizimi Tantyorum’ ile denizlerin ve deniz bilimlerinin énemi, deniz ekosistemi hakkinda temel kavramlar,
biyocesitliligin 6nemi ve insan kaynakli baskilarin denizel ¢evre tizerindeki olumsuz etkileri anlatilmaktadir.
‘Denizimi Koruyorum’ ile hangi tiirlerin nesli tehlike altinda oldugu ve nasil korunmasi gerektigi, denizel
cevreyi insan baskilarindan nasil korumamiz gerektigi hakkinda bilgiler verilmektedir. Cocuklarda farkindalig
artirmak i¢in egitimler seminerler, posterler, videolar, arazi gozlemleri, oyunlar ve egitici bilime deneyleri
esliginde yapilmakta olup donanimli ¢evre goniilliileri olarak yetismeleri saglanmaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

Scientific research undisputably shows that unrecoverable damage has been caused to marine ecosystems from
anthropogenic sources such as solid and liquid waste materials, unsustainable exploitation of marine resources
and habitat destruction. Such damage is degrading the ecological quality of our seas, decreasing biodiversity and
threatening the very survival of numerous marine species. Educating the general public and more specifically the
training of young people as our future generations of scientists, policy and decision makers is vital if marine
ecosystems are to face a more promising future. Instilling awareness of the problems as well as a sense of
reponsibility is essential if the young generations are to implement lifestyle changes towards protection of their
local marine environment.

The need to protect our immediate marine environment, namely an unspoilt turtle nesting beach, proved the main
incentive for the scientists at the Institute of Marine Sciences of the Middle East Technical University (Erdemli
campus) to initiate a marine science outreach programme for predominantly primary and middle school pupils in
September 2012. Given the positive feedback from participants in the local region, the programme was extended
to a network of institutes around Turkey (Istanbul, Trabzon and Izmir) in 2014.To date over 4000 students from
around Turkey have received the half/full day of environmental training.

The programme entitled “I Know and Protect my Seas” focuses on two main aspects - ‘I know my sea’ -
introducing the concepts of the marine ecosystem and the importance of biodiversity, the negative effects of
human impact on the marine environment and the importance of marine sciences. ‘I protect my sea’ — addresses
why we should protect the marine environment and marine life, why certain species are endangered or even face
extinction as a consequence of human impact and endeavours to instill environmentally responsible behaviour in
the partipating students.

The programme combines educational seminars, videos and hands-on activites to both raise environmental
awareness and inspire students to become “natural volunteers for environmental protection”.
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